
Philosophy:

Social studies is a vital part of the curriculum at Star. Through it we learn about God’s

hand in our world and what roles we play in it as his disciples. There are several areas of study in

our program, which include history, government and civics, economics, and geography.

We believe that God has been and continues to be active in history. We show in our

history program how God uses all events in history towards the good of his kingdom.

Through history, as well as government and civics, we prepare students to function

successfully as Christian servants in their community. This is at all levels of community whether

locally, nationally, and globally.  This instruction is also to help students be prepared to become

capable, responsible citizens who are willing to meaningfully participate in the nation's

democracy, and to contribute to society.

When covering economics, we look at the economic structure of our country as well as

how we interact with the world. This includes looking at trade, businesses, and economics in our

local communities. There is a heavy focus on being good stewards of the blessings God has

given us. We learn about how we can use our monetary blessings in a God-pleasing way.

In geography we study God’s world and gain knowledge of the many different cultures in

the world, as well as knowledge of landforms and map reading skills.

In all facets of social studies we prepare students for productive lives as citizens of this

country. We do this all with the understanding that they are also citizens in the kingdom of God.

Jesus’ redemptive work on the cross provides the lens through which we view all components of

social studies.

“Jesus Christ is the same Yesterday and today and forever.”  Hebrews 13:8



Kindergarten Social Studies Objectives

The students will:

K.1 Students understand that being a good citizen involves acting in certain ways.

a. Follow rules, such as sharing and taking turns, and know the consequences of breaking
them.

b. Learn examples of honesty, courage, determination, individual responsibility, and
patriotism in American and world history from stories and folklore.

c. Know beliefs and related behaviors of characters in stories from times past and
understand the consequences of the characters’ actions.

K.2 Students recognize national and state symbols and icons such as the national and state
flags, the bald eagle, and the Statue of Liberty.

K.3 Students match simple descriptions of work that people do and the names of related jobs
at the school and in the local community.

K.4 Students compare and contrast the locations of people, places, and environments and
describe their characteristics.

a. Determine the relative locations of objects using the terms near/far, left/right, and
behind/in front.

b. Distinguish between land and water on maps and globes and locate general areas
referenced in historical legends and stories.

c. Identify traffic symbols and map symbols (e.g., those for land, water, roads, and cities).
d. Construct maps and models of neighborhoods, incorporating such structures as police and

fire stations, airports, banks, hospitals, supermarkets, harbors, schools, homes, places of
worship, farms, and transportation lines.

e. Demonstrate familiarity with the school’s layout, environs, and the jobs people do there.

K.5 Students put events in temporal order using a calendar, placing days, weeks, and months
in proper order.

K.6 Students understand that history relates to events, people, and places of other times.

a. Identify the purposes of, and the people and events honored in, commemorative holidays,
including the human struggles that were the basis for the events (e.g., Thanksgiving,
Independence Day, Washington’s and Lincoln’s Birthdays, Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
Memorial Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans Day).

b. Know the triumphs in historical accounts through the stories of well known historical
figures.

K.7 Students will learn basic concepts of economics.

a. Practice economics by making personal choices.
b. Understand that people have basic needs and wants and the difference between them



c. Learn about ways to earn money
d. Understand the importance of saving and having a savings goal.
e. Understand how to earn money to help others in the community.



1st Grade Social Studies Objectives

The students will:

1.1 Students describe the rights and individual responsibilities of citizenship.

a. Understand the rule-making process in a direct democracy (everyone votes on the rules)
and in a representative democracy (an elected group of people make the rules) giving
examples of both systems in their classroom, school, and community.

b. Understand the elements of fair play and good sportsmanship, respect for the rights and
opinions of others, and respect for rules by which we live, including the meaning of the
“Golden Rule.”

1.2 Students compare and contrast the absolute and relative locations of places and people
and describe the physical and/or human characteristics of places.Locate on maps and
globes their local community, Wisconsin, the United States, the seven continents, rivers,
lakes, and the four oceans.

a. Compare the information that can be derived from a three-dimensional model to the
information that can be derived from a picture of the same location.

b. Construct a simple map using cardinal directions and map symbols.
c. Describe how the location, weather, and physical environment affect the way people live

including the effects on their food, clothing, shelter, transportation, and recreation.

1.3 Students know and understand the landmarks, icons, and traditions of the United States
that  provide continuity and a sense of community across time.

a. Understand the significance of our national holidays and achievements of the people
associated with them.

b. Identify American landmarks and essential documents, such as the, U.S. Constitutions,
and Declaration of Independence,Statue of Liberty, Hoover Dam, Mount Rushmore,
Grand Canyon, Golden Gate Bridge, Gateway Arch, Niagara Falls, Yellowstone Park,
Mount St. Helens and know the people and events associated with them.

1.4 Students compare and contrast everyday life in different times and places around the
world and recognize that some aspects of people, places, and things change over time
while others stay the same.

a. Examine the structure of schools and communities in the past.
b. Study transportation methods of earlier days.
c. Recognize similarities and differences of earlier generations in such areas as work (inside

and outside the home), dress manners, stories, games. (Drawing from biographies, oral
histories, and folklore)

1.5 Students will do presentations on an inventor. (Look Listen, and Learn)

a. Begin to understand the persons historical effect on the past and present
b. Recognize the important contributions and life facts of the person.



1.6 Students understand basic economic concepts and the role of individual choice in a
free-market society.

b. Begin to understand that families must earn money to pay for the things they need and
want.

b. Recognize the importance of entrepreneurial businesses to the neighborhood.
c. Identify the goods and services provided by local businesses.
d. Explain one of the entrepreneurial characteristics: Satisfy a Need or a Want.



2nd Grade Social Studies Objectives

The students will:

2.1 Students differentiate between things that happened long ago and things that happened
yesterday.

a. Trace the history of a family through the use of primary and secondary sources including
artifacts, photographs, interviews, and documents.

b.   Compare and contrast their daily lives with those of their parents, grandparents, and/or
guardians

c. Place important events in their lives in the order in which they occurred (e.g., on a
timeline or storyboard).

2.2 Students demonstrate map skills by describing the absolute and relative locations of
people, places, and environments.

a. Locate on a simple letter-number grid system the specific locations and geographic
features in their neighborhood or community (e.g., map of the classroom, the school).

b. Label from memory a simple map of the continents and oceans.
c. Label from memory a simple map of the North America continent, including the

countries, oceans, Great Lakes, major rivers , and mountain
ranges.

d. Identify the essential map elements: title, legend, directional indicator
(compass rose), scale, and date.

e. Compare and contrast basic land use in urban, suburban, and rural environments in
Wisconsin.

2.3 Students explain governmental institutions and practices in the United States and other
countries.

a. Explain how the United States and other countries make laws, carry out laws, determine
whether laws have been violated, and punish wrongdoers.

b. Describe the ways in which groups and nations interact with one
another to try to resolve problems in such areas as trade, cultural contacts,
treaties, diplomacy, and military force.

2.4 Students understand the importance of individual action and character and explain how
heroes from long ago and the recent past have made a difference in others’ lives. (e.g.,
from biographies of Johnny Appleseed, Harriet Tubman, Benjamin Franklin, The
Presidents ~ Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, Kennedy, and Reagan; Betsy Ross, The
Wright Brothers, Amelia Earhart, Inventors ~ Edison, Bell, Ford, and Morse; Neil
Armstrong, Sally Ride, Walt Disney, Helen Keller, Laura Ingalls Wilder, Notable Black
Americans ~ Jackie Robinson, Ruby Bridges, Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks, Jesse
Owens, Sojourner Truth, Booker T. Washington)

2.5 Students will write a biography about a famous person in the United States.



2.6 Students describe the human characteristics of familiar places and the varied
backgrounds of American citizens and residents in those places.

a. Compare the beliefs, customs, ceremonies, traditions, and social practices of varied
cultures, drawing from folklore (e.g., Christmas Around
the World ~ Mexico, Germany, Italy, Australia, Sweden, Japan)

b. Understand the ways in which American Indians have helped define
American culture.

2.7 Students understand the basic economic concepts and the role of individual
choice in a free-market economy.

a. Understand the concept of exchange and the use of money to purchase
goods and services. (Second Grade Jr. Achievement Program ~ “Our
Community”)

1. Following participation in the program, students will be able to:
● Describe a community
● Identify the variety of careers people have in a community and how each

job requires specific skills
● Identify how business and government jobs help a community
● Explain how taxation supports government services
● Recognize voting as a way responsible citizens act
● Describe the flow of money in a community’s economy

c. Identify the benefits of spending, saving, and costs.



3rd Grade Social Studies Objectives

The students will:

3.1 Students describe physical and human geography using maps, tables graphs,
photographs, and charts to organize information about people, places, and environments
in a spatial context.

a. Identify geographical features (e.g., deserts, mountains, valleys, hills, coastal areas,
oceans, lakes).

b. Label from memory a simple map of the North American continent, including the
countries, oceans, Great Lakes, major rivers, and mountain ranges. Identify the essential
map elements: title, legend, directional indicator, scale, and date.

c. Trace the ways in which people have used the resources and modified the physical
environment (e.g., a dam constructed upstream changed a river or coastline).

d. Identify latitude and longitude lines

3.2 Students describe the Native American nations long ago and in the recent past.

a. Describe national identities, religious beliefs, customs, and various folklore traditions.
b. Discuss the ways in which physical geography, including climate, influenced how the

local Native American nations adapted to their natural environment (e.g., how they
obtained food, clothing, tools).

c. Describe the economy and system of government, particularly those with tribal
constitutions.

d. Discuss the interaction of new settlers with already established Native Americans of the
region.

3.3 Students draw from historical resources to organize the sequence of historical events and
describe how each period of settlement left its mark on the land.

a. Research explorers, newcomers who settled in America, and people who continue to
come, including their cultural and religious traditions and contributions.

b. Describe the economies established by settlers and their influence on the present –day
economy, with discussion about private property and entrepreneurship.

c. Recognize the ways in which they are all part of the same community, sharing principles,
goals, and traditions despite their varied ancestry; the forms of diversity in their school
and community; and the benefits and challenges of a diverse population.

d. Understand the ways in which Native Americans and immigrants have helped define
American culture.

3.4 Students understand the role of rules and laws in our daily lives and the basic structure of
the U.S. government.

a. Determine the reasons for rules, laws, and the U.S. Constitution; the role of citizenship in
the promotion of rules and laws, and the consequences for people who violate rules and
laws.



b. Discuss the importance of public virtue and the role of citizens, including how to
participate in a classroom, in the community, and in civic life.

c. Know the histories of important local and national landmarks, symbols, and essential
documents that create a sense of community among citizens and exemplify cherished
ideals (e.g., the U.S. flag, the bald eagle, the Statue of Liberty, the U.S. Constitution, the
Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Capitol).

d. Understand the three branches of government, with an emphasis on local government.
e. Describe the ways in which states and sovereign Native American tribes contribute to the

making of our nation and participate in the federal system of government.

3.5 Students demonstrate basic economic reasoning skills and an understanding of the
economy of the local region.

a. Describe the ways in which local producers have used and are using natural resources,
human resources, and capital resources to produce goods and services in the past and the
present.

b. Understand the role and interdependence of buyers (consumers) and sellers (producers)
of goods and services.

c. Understand how limits on resources affect production and consumption (what to produce
and what to consume).

d. Understand that some goods are made locally, some elsewhere in the United States, and
some abroad.

e. Understand that individual economic choices involve trade-offs and the evaluation of
benefits and costs.

f. Discuss the relationship of students’ “work” in school and their personal human capital.
g. Explain the choices people have with money.
h. Recognize methods of payment and whether they are readily visible or invisible.
i. Examine the importance of money to a city and its citizens.
j. Describe how entrepreneurial businesses meet the needs and wants of citizens.



4th Grade Social Studies Objectives

The Students will:

4.1 Students demonstrate an understanding of the physical and human geographic features
that define places and regions within the state of Wisconsin, throughout the United States,
and in the world.

a. Use reference points, latitude and longitude, direction, and scale to locate positions in
Wisconsin and on various representations of the earth's surface.

b. Locate on a map or globe physical features such as continents, oceans, mountain ranges,
and landforms.

c. Locate human features such as cities, states, and national borders.
d. Label a map of the United States showing the location of major land masses, bodies of

water, mountain ranges, states and capitals.
e. Identify natural resources of each of the United States’ regions.
f. Describe and give examples of ways in which people interact with the physical

environment, including use of land, location of communities, and methods of
construction.

g. Use atlases, databases, grid systems, charts, graphs, and maps to gather information about
the local community, the state of Wisconsin, and the regions of the United States.

h. Identify and distinguish between predictable environmental changes, such as weather
patterns and seasons, and unpredictable changes, such as floods and droughts, and
describe the social and economic effects of these changes.

i. Identify connections between the local community and other places in Wisconsin and the
United States.

4.2 Students describe the social, political, cultural, and economic life and interactions among
people of Wisconsin from the early civilizations to the French Fur Trade and the coming
of the Americans.

a. Explain the history, culture, tribal sovereignty, and current status of the American Indian
tribes and bands in Wisconsin.

1. Identify the four groups placed in the early people of Wisconsin.(Native
American Groups-Paleo,Archaic,Woodland.
2. Discuss the three main Wisconsin tribes – the HoChunk, the Menominee and
the Ojibwe tribes.

b. Trace the arrival of early explorers and the development of The French Fur Trade.
1. Discuss the three countries that had the greatest number of settlers in America:
England, France and Spain.
2.  Identify early missionaries that came to French areas, including Wisconsin
3. Explore various conflicts that arose between Native American and French
explorers.
4.  Describe how the coming of the Americans affected the way of life in
Wisconsin for Native Americans and the French.



4.3     Students explain the economic, social, and political life in Wisconsin from Territory to
Statehood.

a.   Identify the various territories that included present day Wisconsin.
b.   Identify people who played an important role in Wisconsin statehood.

1.  Learn how lead miners played a role
2.  Distinguish between the roles of Henry Dodge and James Doty

c.   Describe the process in Madison becoming our state capitol.
d.   Recognize the process of statehood and the events that followed.
e.   Discuss the role of Wisconsin citizens in the Civil War.

4.4 Students explain how Wisconsin became an agricultural, mining, and lumber giant,
tracing the transformation of the Wisconsin economy and its political and cultural
development since the 1850s.

a. Discuss the process of lead mining and the impact on Wisconsin’s economy.
b. Identify products that made Wisconsin famous including cheese, beer, lumber, paper and

ice.
c. Compare the economy in the past to the current important aspects of Wisconsin’s

economy.

4.5 Students explore the economy of each region of the United States, comparing and
contrasting each region’s importance to the economy of our nation.

a. Define market economy.
b. Identify and describe factors of production.
c. Distinguish between a producer and a consumer.
d. Explain scarcity.
e. Distinguish between supply and demand.
f. Describe industries that provide jobs in various regions.
g. Define specialization.
h. Compare and contrast skilled and unskilled workers.
i. Identify local goods and services that are part of the global economy

4.6 Students explain how Wisconsin continued to form to the state that it is in the present day
by exploring the events of the 20th century and their impact on the state.

a. Explore the progressive movement and its impact on state government
b.   Recognize the effect of the World Wars on the nation and the state of Wisconsin.
c.   Describe the effects of the Great Depression
d.   Identify the changes made through the age of protest and decades of change that

followed.
e.   Give examples of important contributions made by Wisconsin citizens.

4.7 Junior Achievement



a. Differentiate between entrepreneurial skills they have and those they would like to
acquire.

b. Recognize how entrepreneurs use resources (human, capital, natural) to produce goods
and services in a region.

c. Describe the skills and tasks an entrepreneur must master to start a successful business.
d. Explain how trade leads to economic interdependence among nations.



Social Studies Objectives 5th Grade

The Students will:

5.1 Identify similarities and differences of various tribes of Native Americans.

a. Be able to identify various groups living here before Europeans arrived.
b. Explain various aspects of the life styles (i.e clothing, tools, family roles, art, music) of

a given tribe.
c. Compare and contrast various Native American cultures.

5.2 Describe and explain the growth and development of the early American colonies.

a. Using maps and other geographic tools, locate and analyze the routes used by the
explorers.

b. Explain how advances in technology lead to an increase in exploration (e.g. ship
technology).

c. Identify explorers who came to the Americas and the nations they represented.
d. Determine reasons for the exploration of North America (e.g., religious, economic,

political).
e. Compare the geographic and cultural differences between the New England, Middle,

and Southern colonies (e.g., religious, economic, political).
f. Analyze contributions of American Indian people to the colonial settlements.

5.3 Assess the global impact of cultural and economic changes as a result of colonization.

a. Describe the cultural and economic impacts that occurred as a result of trade between
North America and other parts of the world (e.g., arts, language, ideas, the beginning and
expansion of the slave trade, new agricultural markets).

b. Analyze and explain the population decline in American Indian populations (i.e.
disease, warfare, displacement).

5.4 Describe how the movement toward revolution culminated in a Declaration of
Independence.

a. Explain the role of events that led to declaring independence (e.g., French and Indian
War, Stamp Act, Boston Tea Party).

b. Analyze arguments both for and against declaring independence using primary sources
from Loyalist and patriot perspectives.

c. Explain the content and purpose for the Declaration of Independence.

5.5 Evaluate the Revolutionary War's impact on self-rule.

a. Plot a timeline of the key events of the Revolutionary War.
b. Know citizens who rose to greatness as leaders.
c. Assess how the Revolutionary War changed the way people thought about their own

rights.



d. Explain how the war set in motion a need for a new government that would serve the
needs of the new states.

5.6 Describe the events leading to and importance of the Constitution.

a. Be able to list the events leading to and during the writing of the Constitution.
b. Identify the key figures involved in the Constitution’s writing.
c. Explain the basic principles of the Constitution.
d. Explain the significance of the Bill of Rights.
e. Identify how the rights of selected groups have changed and how the Constitution reflects

those changes (e.g. women, enslaved people).
f. Analyze the impact of the Constitution on their lives today (e.g. freedom of religion,

speech, press, assembly, petition).

5.7 Investigate the significant events during America's expansion and the roles people
played.

a. Identify key reasons why people move and the traits necessary for survival.
b. Examine causes and consequences of important events in the United States expansion

(e.g. Louisiana Purchase, Lewis and Clark expedition, treaties with American Indians,
Homestead Act, Trail of Tears, California Gold Rush).

c. Compare the trails that were important during westward expansion (e.g. Oregon,
Mormon, Spanish, California).

d. Assess the impact of expansion on native inhabitants of the west.

5.8 Understand the geographic, cultural, political, and economic divisions between regions
that contributed to the Civil War.

a. Describe the impact of physical geography on the cultures of the northern and
southern regions (e.g. industrial resources, agriculture, climate).

b. Compare how cultural and economic differences of the North and South led to
tensions.

c. Identify the range of individual responses to the growing political conflicts between
the North and South (e.g. states’ rights advocates, abolitionists, slaveholders, enslaved
people).

5.9 Evaluate the course of events of the Civil War and its impact on our country.

a. Identify the key ideas, events, and leaders of the Civil War.
b. Contrast the impact of the war on individuals in various regions (e.g. North, South,

West).
c. Examine the difficulties of Reconstruction within the nation.

5.10 Describe the role of the United States during World War I, The Great Depression, and
World War II.

a. Understand the impact of World War I on the United States.



b. Summarize the consequences of the Great Depression on the United States (e.g. mass
migration, the New Deal).

c. Analyze how the United States' involvement in World War II led to its emergence as a
superpower.

5.11 Assess the impact of social and political movements in recent United States history.

a. Identify major social movements of the 20th century (e.g. the women's movement, the
civil rights movement, child labor reforms).

b. Identify leaders of social and political movements.

5.12 Evaluate the role of the United States as a world power.

a. Understand the causes of the Cold War.
b. Identify key events we have been involved in the 20th and 21st century (e.g. Korean

War, Vietnam War, wars in the Middle East, Sept 11th).
c. Describe advancements in space exploration and technology.

Economics (Note: This will overlap and be reinforced in 6th grade)

The students will:

5.13 Be able to discuss the concept of good stewardship.

a. Understand that all earthly blessings are from God.
b. Importance of using the blessings given responsibly.

5.14 Identify financial institutions.

a. Understand what a bank is.
b. Identify some services offered.

5.15 Understand how checks work.

a. How to correctly fill out a check.
b. Drawing money directly from bank account
c. Dependency on having money in your account to back a check

5.16 Understand how paychecks work.

a. Depositing money.
b. Accessing money in your account.

5.17 Identify markets and how they work

a. Selling of products in a Market.
b. Buying products in a market.

5.18 Identify what is meant by supply and demand

a. Know what it means to have a supply of goods to sell.
b. Know what it means to have a high or low demand for a product.



c. Be able to set prices based on supply and demand.

5.19 Know correct workplace behavior.

a. Understand “soft skills”
b. Be able to identify workplace behavior that is incorrect.
c. Be able to practice correct workplace behavior.

Geography

The students will:

5.20 Identify and use basic map reading skills.

a. Be able to identify and use to locate cardinal directions of North, South, East, and West.
b. Be able to identify and use to locate intermediate directions of Northwest, Southwest,

Northeast, and Southeast.
c. Be able to identify and use longitude and latitude lines.
d. Be able to apply above skills to various United States maps and Canada.
e. Identify continents and Oceans.
f. Be able to identify basic features and vocabulary related to geography.
g. Identify and Use Scale on Map.

5.21 Be able to identify states and capitals in regions within the United States from memory.

a. Be able to identify states and capitals in the New England Region.
b. Be able to identify states and capitals in the Middle Atlantic Region.
c. Be able to identify states and capitals in the Southeast Region.
d. Be able to identify states and capitals in the Midwest and Great Plains Region.
e. Be able to identify states and capitals in the Southwest Region.
f. Be able to identify states and capitals in the Mountain West Region
g. Be able to identify states and capitals in the Pacific West Region.

Please reference the 5th Grade Star Speaking and Listening Curriculum Guide for specific
objectives in the area of speaking and listening being met in the 5th grade social studies
curriculum.



Social Studies Objectives 6th Grade

History Content and skills

The Students will:

6.1 Investigate and explain scientific evidence and discoveries related to early development
of civilization

a. Evidence about daily life, major anthropological discoveries and their locations,
b. key people associated with major anthropological discoveries

6.2 Understand the impact of:

a. Development of tools
b. Improvement of tools and how it leads to more advance cultures coming to power

6.3 Trace the emergence of agriculture and its effect on early human communities

a. Adjusting to climates,
b. The impact of irrigation techniques
c. The domestication of plants and animals

6.4 Identify the features of Mesopotamian civilization and its contributions to the modern
world

a. Early villages
b. Specialization of labor
c. Irrigation

6.5 Identify the key features of Egyptian civilization and its contributions to the
modern world

a. Religion,
b. Hierarchy of society
c. Trade networks
d. Contributions to writing development

6.6 Identify the features of Indian civilization and its contributions to the modern world

a. The caste system
b. The role of Buddhism
c. The Mauryan Empire
d. Literature, art, mathematics

6.7 Identify the features of classical Chinese civilization and its contributions to the modern
world

a. Daily life during the early imperial dynasties of the Zhou
b. Qin and Han, the significance and impact of the Silk Roads
c. The role of Confucianism and Taoism

6.8 Identify the features and accomplishments of classical Greek civilization



a. Early democratic government
b. Olympics
c. Contributions to art, literature, science, and philosophy
d. The development of the concepts of citizenship

6.9 Identify key events and people in relationship to ancient Greece

6.10 Understand Alexander the Great’s Role in the spread of western civilization and ideals

6.11 Identify causes for the collapse of Greek Civilization

6.12 Compare the emergence, central leaders, beliefs, and traditions of major religions and
philosophies

a. Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Confucianism and Taoism
b. Be able to understand the above teachings in the light of the truth about Christ

6.13 Identify the accomplishments of Roman civilization

a. Political and economic reasons for growth
b. Contributions to art, literature, and architecture, citizenship, laws, and government;

aqueducts

6.14 Identify the factors that led to Rome’s decline

a. Vandals and religious controversy
b. Economic and military policies
c. Divisions based on rule of vast amount of territory

6.15 Describe the social, political, and economic characteristics of life in the Middle Ages
both in Asia and Europe

a. Daily lives of peasants and serfs;
b. The impact of the plague on Central Asia, China, the Middle East, and Europe
c. Feudalism and Manorism
d. The economy under the feudal/manorial system

6.16 Describe the influences of the Roman Catholic Church and its effect on the structure of
society

a. Role in spreading Christianity,
b. How monasteries preserved ancient language and learning

6.17 Describe the causes and effects of the Crusades

a. Their role in spreading Christianity
b. Introducing Muslim ideas and products to Europe

6.18 Describe the accomplishments of the Renaissance

a. Art
b. Advancements in technology



c. Changes in ideas
d. Literature

6.19 Identify the changes in culture in Asia during the middle ages

a. The Mongol rule of China and its impact under Genghis Kahn and Kublai Kahn
b. Feudal Japanese structure

6.20 Describe changes in Europe

a. Scientific revolution
b. How did the French revolution impact Europe
c. Enlightenment

Economics (Note: This will overlap and reinforce what is taught in 5th grade)

The students will:

6.21 Be able to discuss the concept of good stewardship

a. Understand that all earthly blessings are from God
b. Importance of using the blessings given responsibly

6.22 Describe financial institutions and their services

a. Types of accounts
b. Financial advice that banks may offer

6.23 Understand how checks work

a. How to correctly fill out a check
b. Drawing money directly from bank account
c. Dependency on having money in your account to back a check

6.24 Know how a debit card works

a. Understand drawing from checking account
b. How it prevents overdrafts

6.25 Be able to identify the difference between gross and net pay

a. Understand Net pay is before taxes
b. See how taxes impact your paycheck

6.26 Understand the relationship between markets

a. Those you can sell products to
b. Those you can buy products from



6.27 Know the difference between private and public goods and services

a. Understand Private goods and services are in the hands of individuals
b. Understand that public goods and services are in the hands of the government

6.28 Know basics of applying for a job

a. How to apply
b. Information needed for application
c. How to handle an interview

6.29 Know how to identify correct and incorrect workplace behavior

a. Understand why correct behavior is
b. Know types of consequences for incorrect workplace behavior
c. Understand how God would want us to treat those around us at a job

6.30 Understand supply and Demand

a. See the impact of low and high supply on costs
b. See impact of low and high demand on costs

6.31 Identify business costs

a. See the relationship between costs and profit
b. Plan how to make the best decisions with costs

Geography

The students will:

6.32 Understand and define map reading skills

a. Cardinal and intermediate direction
b. Using scale
c. Use of Longitude and Latitudinal directions to find location

6.33 Review and reinforce geographical terms and be able to describe them:

a. Mesa
b. Dessert
c. Archipelago
d. Hill
e. Mountain
f. River
g. Marsh
h. Swamp

6.34 Be able to locate and name all continents



6.35 Use research tools such as atlases, internet, and encyclopedia to find basic information
about countries such as:

a. Size (square miles)
b. Descriptions of geographical features
c. Population
d. Basic cultural facts
e. Flags
f. Animal and plant life

6.36 Understand the importance of waterways in the settlement of early civilizations

6.37 Be able to identify the impact of geographical feature in development of early cultures in
Egypt, Mesopotamia, Greece, Rome, China, and India

6.38 Identify the basic geographical features of Europe, Asia, and Africa including:

a. Major landforms
b. Climate
c. Culture

Please reference the 6th Grade Star Speaking and Listening Curriculum Guide for specific
objectives in the area of speaking and listening being met in the 6th grade social studies

curriculum.



Social Studies Objectives 7th Grade

History

Skills

The students will:

7.1 Interpret the past using a variety of sources,

a. Biographies
b. Diaries, journals, and eyewitness interviews
c. Evaluate the credibility of sources used

7.2 Employ cause-and-effect to see how events in American History came about

7.3 Employ cause-and-effect to demonstrate how significant events have influenced the past
and the present in United States and world history.

7.4 Explain how and why events may be interpreted differently depending upon the
perspectives of participants, witnesses, reporters, and historians.

7.5 Use historical evidence to determine and support a position about important political
values, such as freedom, democracy, equality, or justice, and express the position
coherently.

7.6 Analyze important political values such as freedom, democracy, equality, and justice
embodied in documents

a. Declaration of Independence,
b. The United States Constitution
c. The Bill of Rights.

7.7 Identify significant events and people in the major eras of United States and world
history.

7.8 Identify major scientific discoveries and technological innovations and describe their
social and economic effects on society.

7.9 Explain the need for laws and policies to regulate science and technology

7.10 Analyze examples of conflict, cooperation, and interdependence among groups, societies,
or nations.

7.11 Describe how history can be organized and analyzed using various criteria to group
people and events chronologically, geographically, thematically, topically, and by issues.

7.12 Place historical events in the context of past, present and future.



Historical Content

The students will:

7.13 Recognize that God plays a role in our countries history.

7.14 Describe the Native civilizations in America before colonists arrived.

7.15 Analyze the contributions of early European explorers that led to the discovery of the
Americas

a. Understand the importance of trade
b.   Know the new discoveries that made a desire to explore
c. Describe the events that led to Columbus’ discovery of America.
d.   Understand how Columbus’ discovery impacted the world of his time.

7.16 Describe the roles played by the Spanish, French, English, and Dutch in the early
settlement of America

7.17 Identify where the above countries settled in the American continents

a. Locate settlements of Spanish in south western United States and south America
b. Locate French settlements in Canada and central United States
c. Locate British settlements on the east coast of the United States

7.18 Identify the 13 original colonies and key facts about them

a. Know key figures in the settlement of the colonies.
b. Describe the cultures and settlement patterns of the colonies.

7.19 Understand how the French and Indian War changed who had control over the North
American continent.

a. Understand the cause of the War (Ohio River Valley)
b. Be able to see impact of the change of ownership from the French to the British

7.20 Identify the events that led to the colonies breaking away from England

a. Proclamation of 1763 forbidding western movement
b. Various tax laws made without consent or representation
c. Presence of soldiers in the colonies
d. Limiting of trade rights
e. Eventual closing off of Boston due to the Tea Party

7.21 Describe the Major events of the Revolutionary War

a. Understand key battles



b. Describe the importance of foreign assistance during the war
c. Know key historical figures and their role in the war.

7.22 Know the importance of the Declaration of Independence and describe its content

a. Be able to describe the key part in own words
b. Know the impact on the founding of our country

7.23 Understand how the Articles of Confederation worked

a. Identify pros and cons of the article of confederation
b. Know why our founding fathers decided the document did not work
c. Describe events that led to the writing of the constitution

7.24 Identify expansion efforts of our country up to the Gold Rush of 1849

a. Identify early expansion efforts into the Ohio River Valley
b. Understand reasons for later expansion including farm land and discoveries of

precious metals

7.25 Understand the views of varying political parties in the early days of our country

a. Identify the different views that led to the first parties
b. Be able to understand the arguments each side had for their views

7.26 Describe the relationships with Native Americans from settlement to the Gold Rush

a. Understand how and why land was taken from natives
b. Be able to describe and name key events (such as the Trail of tears) and their impact on

Native Americans

7.34 Understand historical Significance of the War of 1812

a. Describe events leading to and during the War of 1812.
b. Understand the impact of the War of 1812 on our relationship with other countries.

7.35 Identify events in relation to our War with Mexico and our expansion in the west.

a. Identify Land gained in the conflict
b. Describe events of the War that led to territorial gains
c. Describe what life was like for those who headed west in the 1800s.
d. Describe the significance of the events of the Alamo and the War for Texas Independence
e. Understand the concept of Manifest destiny.



Civics and Government

The students will:

7.36 Be able to describe various systems of government and compare them.

a. Be able to compare our government system to other systems used currently and
throughout History.

b. Be able to identify how our government is a Republican democracy.

7.37 Be able to list reasons we need government.

a. Be able to write observations on the purpose of government
b. Be able to write observations on how government powers are acquired, used and

justified.

7.38 Understand how our government currently works on all levels

a.   Be able to discuss conditions, actions, and motivations that contributed to conflict and
cooperation between states, regions, and nations

b. Be able to describe how a representative democracy works.
c. Be able to list the rights, responsibilities, and privileges of a citizen living in a

democratic society.
d. Be able to examine the role of government in balancing the rights of individuals versus

the common good.
e. Be able to recognize the basic features of the political system in the early Americas.
f. Be able to describe and explain how the federal system separates the powers of federal,

state, and local governments in the United States,
g. Be able to describe how legislative, executive, and judicial powers are balanced at the

federal level.
h. Be able to explain how the federal system and the separation of powers in The

Constitution work to sustain both majority rule and minority rights.
i. Be able to describe the role of international organizations such as military alliances and

trade associations.
j. Be able to explain the role of political parties and interest groups in American politics.

7.39 Be able to Identify, cite, and discuss important political documents

a. Know the basics of and define The Constitution, the Bill of Rights
b. Know the basics of and define landmark decisions of the Supreme Court
c. Explain their function in the American political system.

7.40 Explain how laws are developed

a. Know the process to make laws
b. Understand how laws can be managed under the checks and Balance system



7.41 Be able to locate, organize, and use information to understand an issue of public
concern, take a position, and advocate the position in a debate.

Economics (Note: This will be taught every other year to 7th and 8th Grade)

The students will:

7.42 Be able to discuss the concept of good  stewardship of the blessings God has given
us.

7.43 Explain how money makes it easier to trade, borrow, save, invest, and compare the
value of goods and services through various methods of payment methods

a. Differentiate between credit and debit
b. List the pros and Cons of using credit
c. Evaluate the relationship between creditors and debtors
d. Describe how interest works on debt

7.44 List and describe various forms of investments and how they work

a. Savings accounts
b. Stocks, bonds
c. Describe how interest works in both investment and debt

7.45 Organize a budget based on a monthly income

a. Recognize the difference between Net and Gross monthly income
b. Know how to organize monthly budget items
c. Decide how to best plan on maximums and minimums for each item

Geography

The students will:

7.46 Understand and define the 5 Themes of Geography

a. Know how to find and a identify Absolute Location and Relative Location
b. Understand both Positive and negative interactions with the environment.
c. Identify ways  people and ideas can move from place to place
d. Be able to describe and identify formal, functional, and geographical regions
e. Be able to describe Physical and human features of a place

7. 47 Understand how to use maps, globes, and other geographic representations tools, and
technologies to acquire, process, and report information from a spatial perspective in
relation to South America, Antarctica, and Australia.



a. Know the location of places and geographic features, both physical and human in the
South America and Africa

b. Locate major countries and regions of the world on a map for South America and Africa.
c. Identify major landforms, bodies of water, and cities in South America, Australia, and

Antarctica.
d. Identify and use the key geographic elements on maps (i.e., island, flood plain, swamp,

delta, marsh, harbor, cape, sea level, bay, prairie, desert, oasis, mesa, mountain, valley,
glacier, canyon, cliff, plateau) in the continents of South America, Australia, and
Antarctica.

e. Explain the factors that contribute to the placement of cities and boundaries.
f. Use various geographic data from maps and globes to determine longitude, latitude,

distance, direction.

7.48 Use research tools to find information on countries of South America and Australia.

a. Identify resources and animals from South America, Australia, and Antarctica.

b. Report information on a country through presentation, use of presentation tools, and
research report (From South America)

c. Identify the physical, economic, and cultural regions of South America and Australia.

Please reference the 7th Grade Star Speaking and Listening Curriculum Guide for specific
objectives in the area of speaking and listening being met in the 7th grade social studies

curriculum.



Social Studies Objectives 8th Grade

History

Skills

The students will:

8.1 Interpret the past using a variety of sources, such as biographies, diaries, journals,
artifacts, eyewitness interviews, and other primary source materials, and evaluate the
credibility of sources used.

8.2 Employ cause-and-effect to see how events in American History came about

8.3 Employ cause-and-effect to demonstrate how significant events have influenced the past
and the present in United States and world history.

8.4 Explain how and why events may be interpreted differently depending upon the
perspectives of participants, witnesses, reporters, and historians.

8.5 Use historical evidence to determine and support a position about important political
values, such as freedom, democracy, equality, or justice, and express the position
coherently.

8.6 Analyze important political values such as freedom, democracy, equality, and justice
embodied in documents such as the Declaration of Independence, the United States
Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.

8.7 Identify significant events and people in the major eras of United States and world
history.

8.8 Identify major scientific discoveries and technological innovations and describe their
social and economic effects on society.

8.9 Explain the need for laws and policies to regulate science and technology

8.10 Analyze examples of conflict, cooperation, and interdependence among groups, societies,
or nations.

8.11 Describe how history can be organized and analyzed using various criteria to group
people and events chronologically, geographically, thematically, topically, and by issues.

8.12 Recognize that God is still active in history and will work all things for the good of his
kingdom.



Historical content skills

The students will:

8.13 Identify American territorial expansion efforts and its effects on relations with European
powers and Native Americans.

8.14 Discuss sectional differences brought on by the Western movement, expansion of slavery,
and emerging industrialization.

8.15 Observe successes and failures of reform movements of the early 1800’s.

8.16 Recognize the causes of the Civil War.

8.17 Discuss the impact the Civil war had on our country and our country's politics.

8.18 Acknowledge and identify the contributions of African Americans from slavery to
Reconstruction.

8.19 Identify factors that led to moving further westward

8.20 Discuss changes that came about due to railroads and the rise of industry in America

8.21 Identify changes in society as our country moved from rural to urban society

8.22 Discuss what changes came about due to the progressive movement in America

8.23 Identify how and when various groups gained rights to vote and participate in our
country's government

8.24 Describe American expansionism in the late 19 th and early 20th centuries.

8.25 Identify the key factors that led to World War I and United States involvement in the War

8.26 Describe the role of the United States in the ending of World War I and the treaties that
came after

8.27 Describe the culture of the 1920s

8.28 Determine the factors that led to the economic collapse of our country in the late 1920s

8.29 Discuss what the economic situation of our country was during the great depression

8.30 Describe the life during the Great depression

8.31 Detail Franklin Roosevelt’s plan for ending the depression



8.32 Identify key factors in Europe that led to the start of World War II

8.33 Determine reasons for the United States entering World War II

8.34 Describe America’s role in World War II

8.35 Describe the events leading to the conclusion of World War II

8.36 Describe the world political climate at the end of World War II

8.37 Identify the reasons for the cold War

8.38 Discuss the differences between communist governments and the United States

8.39 Describe the events and conclusion of the Korean War and America’s involvement in this
war

8.40 Describe the Civil Rights movement in the 20th century

8.41 Identify key figures from the Civil Rights Era

8.42 Identify the accomplishments of the Civil Rights movement

8.43 Describe America’s role in Vietnam

8.44 Identify the roles American presidents played in the Vietnam Conflict

8.45 Discuss social reaction to Vietnam

8.46 Discuss the withdrawal from Vietnam and its impact on America

8.47 Identify the reasons for President Nixon’s resignation from office

8.48 Describe the events that led to the end of the cold War

8.49 Discuss terrorism and its impact on the United States

8.50 Identify causes of the attack on Sept. 11 and  its impact on our country

Economics (Note: This will be taught every other year to 7th and 8th Grade with some
review on off years)

The students will:

8.51 Be able to discuss the concept of good stewardship of the blessings God has given us



8.52 Describe and explain how money makes it easier to trade, borrow, save, invest, and
compare the value of goods and services

8.53 Identify various forms of taxation

8.54 Differentiate between credit and debit

8.55 List the pros and Cons of using credit

8.56 Evaluate the relationship between creditors and debtors

8.57 List and describe various forms of investments such as: Savings accounts, stocks, bonds,
and hiding money under your bed mattress

8.58 Describe how interest works in both investment and debt

8.59 List elements of a monthly budget

8.60 Organize a budget based on a monthly income

8.61 Define micro economic terms such as credit, debt, goods, services, domestic products,
imports, and exports

8.62 Recognize America's natural resources

8.63 Describe the role that supply and demand, prices, incentives, and profits play in
determining what is produced and distributed in a competitive market system

8.64 Describe the differences within economic theories such as mercantilism, capitalism, and
socialism.

8.65 List the major industrial and agricultural products of the United States

8.66 Describe a range of examples of the various institutions that make up economic

8.67 Systems such as households, business firms, banks, government agencies, labor unions,
and corporations.

8.68 Analyze the impact of economic phenomena within the free enterprise system such as
supply and demand, profit, government regulation, and world competition on the
economy of modern America

8.69 Explain the economic impact of improved communication and transportation on the
world economy

8.70 Analyze the impact of national and international markets and events on the production of
goods and services in America



8.71 Define macroeconomic terms such as economic alignments, credit, market economy,
tariffs, closed economies, and emerging markets

Geography

The students will:

8.72 Understand how to use maps, globes, and other geographic representations tools, and
technologies to acquire, process, and report information from a spatial perspective.

8.73 Know the location of places and geographic features, both physical and human in the
United States.

8.74 Recognize the interaction between human and physical systems.

8.75 Understand the geographic factors that determined the locations of and
patterns of settlements in the United States and the world.

8.76 Understand the impact of immigration and migration on a society.
Accomplishments

8.77 Locate major countries and regions of the world on a map or globe focusing on those
countries and regions that relate to the development of North America.
Identify the routes of contact between the Americas and Europe, Asia, and Africa.

8.78 Illustrate the geographic exchange of ideas, materials, and goods between the
Americas and the rest of the world after the Civil War.

8.79 Identify major landforms, bodies of water, cities, and countries in Asia, Africa, and
Europe.

8.80 Identify major landforms, bodies of water, cities, and states within the United States.

8.81 Identify the physical, economic, and cultural regions of the United States.

8.82 Explain the factors that contribute to the placement of cities and boundaries.

8.83 Describe how geographic features affected the development of transportation and
communication networks.

8.84 Explain the influences of geographic features both physical and human on historical
events.

8.85 Explain how physical processes shape the United States' features and patterns.

8.86 Understand the differences in population characteristics of the United States such as
density, distribution, and growth rates.



8.87 Explain how environmental issues such as water supply and resource availability
influenced settlement patterns after the Civil War.

8.88 Identify and use the key geographic elements on maps (i.e., island, flood
plain, swamp, delta, marsh, harbor, cape, sea level, bay, prairie, desert, oasis,
mesa, mountain, valley, glacier, canyon, cliff, plateau).

8.89 Use various geographic data from maps and globes to determine
longitude, latitude, distance, direction.

8.90 Use research tools to find information on a country in Europe and Asia

8.91 Report information on a country through presentation, use of presentation tools, and
research report.

Please reference the 8th Grade Star Speaking and Listening Curriculum Guide for specific
objectives in the area of speaking and listening being met in the 8th grade social studies
curriculum.


